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THE QUESTORS THEATRE

MATTOCK LANE
EALING W.5 5BQ

567 0011 - Administrator
567 5184 -Box Office

THE QUESTORS IS A CLUB THEATRE

Only members may book tickets, and membership
Cards must be produced at the box-office.

October 30th - November 13th at 7.45 p.m.

HAMLET
by William Shakespeare

Members free seats NOT available. Tickets 50p and 3bp

November 27th - December 4th at 7.45 p.m.
A programme of short plays :

STRIPTEASE
by Slawomir Mrozek

A FEW FALSE SLAPS
by Paul Everac

WEEK-END
by losif Naghiu

Members free seats available. Guests 50p and 3bp




Do you really want
a Perfect Skin?

. . . if you do, whatever your age, you
must try HYMOSA, the new skin lotion
that everyone's talking about . . . it is
quite different from anything you've ever
tried.

To the finest skin nutrients and
moisturizers we have added the
potentized Biochemic Tissue-Salts.

The result is a superb lotion which will
give you true, lasting skin loveliness . . .
velvet smooth, clear and supple . ..

and the most wonderful thing of all is that
you can try it free of cost. | am so
confident about the results of this unique
lation, | will send you a generous trial size
bottle FREE and without obligation. Just
send 5p postal order for postage and
packing. Write to me :

HELEN BARRYMORE

fNew Era Laboratories Ltd.
(Dept HCP)

Holborn Viaduct

London, E.C.1




THE QUESTORS THEATRE

FIRST PERFORMANCE

Saturday, 9th October, 1971

EDWARD ALBEE ON WRITING PLAYS

The basic crisis the theatre is in now is that the audience wants to have a re-
affirmation of its values, wants to see the status quo, wants to be entertained
rather than disurbed, wants to be comforted and really doesn’t want any kind
of adventure in the theatre, at least from living playwrights—they’ll take it
from the dead ones because that's part of the lit-cult.

The pressure on playwrights to sell out to what the audience wants is enormous.
They don't have to go to Hollywood; they don't have to write for television;
they're encouraged to sell out even if they stay in New York and write for the
theatre. Actors sell out in order to earn a living and support their families;
they're encouraged to act in bad plays because it's the bad play that the audi-
ence wants. But there’s no lack of good plays, no lack of good actors. |'ve
always thought that it's the responsibility of the playwright to show people how
they are and what their time is like in the hope that perhaps they’ll change it
. . . the language in ‘Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?’ is idiomatic . . . |
suppose | must enjoy playwriting since | do it; | try not to do the things | don’t
enjoy. Being a playwright is enjoyable except for that six-week period from the
first day of rehearsal until the day after the opening, which is the worst time
in the world. Writing in itself is exhilerating, absorbing, involving. | can’t think
of anything else I'd rather do.

How does it happen? | usually discover that | have started thinking about an
idea which | know is going to be a play. The process may take anything from
six months to two and a half years, and during that period | don’t think about the
play very much except that | realise from time to time that | have been thinking
about it, and when the characters who are going to be in the play begin to take
shape | improvise with them.

| choose a situation that is not going to occur in the play itself and test the
characters out to see how they behave in it, how they react within the situation,
what they will say to each other in a situation of that sort. When they start be-
having on their own and take over from me and seem quite natural and believ-
able in an improvised situation, then | suppose | know that it's time to start
writing the play. | try to let the unconscious do as much work as possible, since
| find that is the more efficient part of my mind. The actual writing itself usually
takes a fairly short time—the shorter plays @and the one-act plays anything from
a week to three weeks. The two longer plays have taken about three weeks or
a month an act, but it is enjoyable; it must be . . . There are two interesting
moments of discovery. The time of sitting down at the typewriter and finding
out what you've been thinking about—that's rather exciting. Then, in spite of
the anguish of it, the rehearsal period is exciting too, because you want to find
out to what extent what you thought the play would look like and sound like
can relate to what emerges. This doesn’t really have much o do with acting or
directing; it's how close your vision can be realised. It's quite fascinating . . .

From a ‘Conversation between Albee and Sir John Gielgud’, first published in
‘Atlantic Monthly’, and in “The Observer’, April 18th, 1965.




EMPLOYMENT

MASON’S AGENCY
183A UXBRIDGE ROAD, EALING, W.13

WE HAVE THE CONTACTS TO GET YOU
THE JOB YOU WANT

Call or Telephone 567 6272/3

FELIX ACCOMMODATION
BUREAU

28/29 The Broadway
Ealing . W.5

ROOMS — FLATS — HOUSES
NO CHARGE TO LANDLORDS Tel. 579 2191 (3 lines)

INSURANCE!

FOR PROMPT AND PERSONAL ATTENTION
Contact Your Local Specialists

GLADSTONE FORREST & GO.

51 THE MALL, EALING, W.5
Telephone : 01-579 1891

GREEN | O\ CKETS

ROOFING SERVICE
*“‘Indisputably the Best”

32 St. Mary’s Road, Ealing, W.5 Telephone 579 1188




A DELICATE BALANCE
by Edward Albee

Cast in order of appearance

AGNEBS ot PATRICIA LEWIS
TObIaS o COLIN PRONGER
Clalre oo FRANCES MARTIN
Harry o e PHILIP WRIGHT
EANa oot DOROTHY WOOD
Julia oo HELEN BLATCH

ACT | Friday Night

ACT Il Scene 1 Early Saturday Evening
Scene 2 Later that Night

ACT Il Early Sunday Morning

There will be an interval of 15 minutes between Acts | and Il and
a 10 minute interval between Acts Il and 11l

(A warning bell will be rung before the play recommences).

Directed by MIKE CUSTANCE
Sets desighed by DAVID WATERHOUSE
Sculptures by PETER TRELOGAN

Costumes designed by MAUD CULHANE

S.A.Y.E.

Save as you earn
Details
from
your
Post Office




THE STAGLE

THE STACE
and
TELEVISION TODAY

Published jointly every Thursday — 5p.

Two papers in one for everyone
interested in Theatre & TV




Stage MAaNAQET ....orenenesrrreesre et
Deputy Stage Manager .......ooovrreemmirrees

Assistant Stage Manager «......cooooaoieeees

Properties ...............

CONSTIUCTION .ttt ee e reee

Assisted by ...... DICK BENNET, BOB STOCK, NICKY BEARD
T Al e L A BOB HARRIS
ASSIStEA DY oo e DAVID REED
SOUNG oo e e e JOHN BOYCE
Assisted by ..ooieiiiiiiins s NICOLA HULL BROWN

Assistants in all departments ................ooos DAVID ANNING,
LYN MARTIN, VICKI MANSELL,

JENNIFER FOSTER, PETER KENDRICK

Wigs by Ann Bevan of “"Annabelle’".

Our grateful thanks are due to G. H. Bloore Limited for supply of
Perspex and to Saga Furnishing (Ealing) for Table.

A. J. M. MANSELL LTD.
187 Uxbridge Road W.13 (Next to West Ealing Post Office)
YOUR KODAK DEALER

See us for all Kodak ‘Instamatic’ Cameras—prices to suit every pocket

P.S. Our colour developing and printing service is fast and expert!

Telephone: 01-567 0727




SHAW ROOM EXHIBITION

During the run of A DELICATE BALANCE there will be an exhibition
of paintings by HARRY OUSEY in the New Foyer Room.

Sandwiches and coffee are available in the New Foyer before per-
formances and refreshments including ice cream will be served

during the intervals.

Members of the audience are requested to refrain from smoking

in the Auditorium.




LONDON
THEATRE
GUIDE

A pocke: size edition of the
London Theatre Guide
will be sent weekly for

one year on receipt of £1.

Cheques should be made
payable to

The Publishers,

London Theatre Guide,
Chesham House,

150 Regent Street,
London, W1R 6AS.




Before the Show . . . eat and meet . . .

POMFRIT
RESTAURANT

29 BOND STREET - EALING - W.S5

(S minutes from this Theatre)
Telephone: EAL 3534

ENGLISH AND CONTINENTAL FARE

LUNCHEONS SERVED FROM 11.45 am. to 3 p.m.
MORNING COFFEE - LUNCHES - TEAS - DINNERS
PARTIES CATERED FOR
OPEN 10.00 a.m. to 8 p.m.

ESTD 1878

STOWELLS
o{' Cholsea

WINE MERCHANTS

Suppliers of Fine Wines to the Questors Theatre
Branches throughout the area

Head Office :
BRITTEN STREET : CHELSEA : LONDON, S.W.3
Fi.,Axman 6411 (9 lines)

Published by Stilwell Darby & Co. Ltd., Advertising Contractors, 24 Old Burlington St., W.1
(Tel. 01-734 8671, 4 lines). Printed by Horsley Bros. (T.U.), 138 [lford Lane, Ilford, Essex.




